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WANDA AKIN








Wanda M. Akin, experienced literary and sports agent and general counsel founded Akin & Randolph to better service authors, artists and athletes and others in the arts, entertainment and sports worlds who were early clients of her law practice.  Ms. Akin has over 17 years of experience as a trial lawyer in a wide variety of cases, including employment/labor, trademark. Copyright and criminal defense litigation.  She has represented authors, singers, record producers, athletes and media personalities and has negotiated publishing contracts, record deals and employment contracts.  She has advised authors, performance artists and athletes on marketing and promotional aspects related to their work.  She is a member of the Arts and Entertainment law section of various bar associations and a member of the Black Entertainment and Sports Lawyers Association.





Ms. Akin is a frequent/lecturer and seminar producer on issues concerning publishing and literature.  She organized and chaired the symposium, addressing the African American Agenda, during which well know African American authors debated the African American Agenda before the start of the Democratic National Convention in 1996 in Chicago.  She is counsel to three established US book publishers.  She has appeared with her literary clients on The Today Show, Good Morning America, Entertainment Tonight, Larry King Live, Rivera Live, MS-NBC and WNBC, New York’s NBC affiliate. 





She has contacts in the media that she uses to promote her clients’ work and has had her deals covered in national and international magazines, including People, Black Issues Book Review, Newsweek and Publishers Weekly, and in  US newspapers, including The New York Times, The New York Post, and The Daily News.




















LYING DOWN WITH THE LIONS:


A Public Life from the Streets of Oakland to the Halls of Power





BY


RON V. DELLUMS AND H. LEE HALTERMAN











Ron Dellums once described himself as an “Afro-topped, bell-bottomed black man from Berkley.”  He arrived in Washington, DC in 1971 to represent Oakland, California.  His radical activism had already earned him the distinction of being on former President Richard Nixon’s enemy list.  When he departed in 1998—his radicalism intact—he left an enormous record of accomplishment and an indelible mark on the political landscape of the United States.  





In LYING DOWN WITH THE LIONS Dellums revisits his courageous battle to end Apartheid in South Africa and some of his other wars—defense policy, health-care reform.  He imbues these stories with lessons he’s learned about leadership. Politics, and the importance of building coalitions to effect change. 





Profound, funny and humane, Dellums’ book offers a blueprint for empowering any country’s men and women to be agents of peace and justice, and ensures his place as one of the most important leaders in the United States of the last century, particularly because of his efforts to end Apartheid.  











Rights Available:


Foreign, translation, dramatic, and audio





US Publisher: Beacon Press, February 2000


ISBN 0-8070-4318-4





8-page photo gallery


272 pages
































FINDING MR. WRITE: 


A New Slant For Finding the Perfect Mate








BY


BEVERLEY EAST








Handwriting is “brainwriting”.  It’s frozen body language, says master graphologist Beverley East who shows how to determine whether your mate has the right stuff for you.  She analyzed Monica Lewinsky’s handwriting and can determine if a job applicant has the right traits for the position.  





For years women have been using everything from spells to horoscope to find their mates, but most women would agree that love letters are a great way for men to win their hearts.  If they read between the lines, they are more right than they know.  Instead of reading the letter, they should be checking out how he slants his letters and crosses his T’s.





No matter what secrets you may try to hide, your handwriting will reveal them.  In FINDING MR. WRITE you will learn how to read the strokes of a man.  How he loops his letters, how much pressure he writes with, where he writes on the page—all of these are tell-tale signs to what’s going on inside.  If you bought a car, you’d look under the hood at the engine.  Now you’ll be able to do the same in their quest to find Mr. Right.    





East has been a regular speaker at The Write Thing’s In Celebration of My Sisters Conference in London during International Women’s Week and at the African American Women on Tour in the United States. She has spoken at the Conference of Women Attorneys and at numerous venues at home and abroad.  She is the founder and president of Strokes and Slants, a handwriting analysis firm with offices in Washington, DC and London.  Her services have been used by the House of Representatives, Fortune 500 companies, and major hotels.  She lives in Washington, DC and London.





Rights Available


All Foreign and Translation Rights Available





Marketing and Promotional Partnerships 


Available





ISBN 0-375-50370-6


East available for international travel


East Available at London Book Fair Through A&R 


At Table #276 by Appointment





VIET NAM: 


25 YEARS AFTER THE WAR





BY


MARIE HICKMAN








The year 2000 marks the 25th Anniversary of the United States and France’s pullout from Viet Nam.  The country was devastated during the war.  Many Vietnamese still suffer from physical wounds or from the loss of loved ones who died in the war.  Ten percent of South Viet Nam’s surface area was poisoned when 18 million gallons of Agent Orange were emptied in the country’s belly.  Over 2 million Vietnamese were killed in the war.  300,000 are still missing.  





Marie Hickman’s photographs in VIET NAM: 25 YEARS AFTER THE WAR capture the lingering impact of the decade-long war on Viet Nam’s landscape and people.  The rural life in the country seems to have been untouched/uninterrupted by the war.  That is simply, not the case.  The Vietnamese have built temples and shrines to help the loss of the many wounded souls.  The spirituality of the people is also captured in Hickman’s photographs.  





This will be the first photography book on Viet Nam by an American woman.  Le Ly Hayslip, a Vietnamese woman of international recognition for her work for Vietnamese orphans and villages, has agreed to write the Foreword to the book.  Ms. Hayslip’s book When Heaven and Earth Changed Places (Doubleday, 1990) was adapted for a movie (“Heaven and Earth”) directed by Oliver Stone.  





Hickman has been a photographer and art director and graphic designer for 25 years.  Her work has been exhibited extensively throughout the United States.  She has spoken to various audiences about Viet Nam today and has received awards for her photography.  











Rights Available:


All





Manuscript completed





100 color photographs




















THE LONDON GUIDE





BY 


CHRIS JOHNSON











In a hip-pocket book, THE LONDON GUIDE covers the broad spectrum of London’s tourist information, with chapters on sightseeing, shopping, museums, pubs, restaurants, the arts, personal assistance, accommodations, and the city’s events.  





Essential information, advice, highlights, attractions and nightlife are condensed into this comprehensive, hip-pocket guide.  It provides all the key information you need and leads you on arrival in London to free and detailed information that is available.  





Chris Johnson lives and works in London.  He writes articles for CITYscan, London’s official website, and copywrites campaigns for Simon & Schuster.  He writes about London, its restaurants and attractions, and has contacts in the tourist industry.  He wrote and self-published the GUIDE TO HASTINGS AND 1066 COUNTRY, which sold 10,000 copies, and wrote a Guided Tour of London for bus tours around London for executives from over 60 countries.,





The Creative Director of CITYscan and a representative of Simon and Schuster has given advance praise of THE LONDON GUIDE.  Andy Gordon, of CITYscan, said, “Chris Johnson puts his finger on the pulse of London.  His writing is cool and contemporary.”  Robert Bacon, Simon & Schuster, said, “In THE LONDON GUIDE Chris Johnson spans a great range of information, imparting his knowledge of the capital and its attractions and giving the reader the knowledge for London in an easily readable style.”  This highly visual work is easily translatable.  





Rights Available


All





Manuscript Complete


128 pages


Color images























WORLD CUISINES





BY 


CHRIS JOHNSON








Ever wonder why Indian food is so good?  Or why curry chicken in an Indian restaurant doesn’t taste like curry chicken in a Thai restaurant?  Or like the curry dish in a Caribbean restaurant?  





WORLD CUISINES answers those questions and many more.  This coffee-table book presents the history, cooking methods, typical dishes and their ingredients for 20 world cuisines.  It is the book you read before you try to find and follow a recipe.  You will have a better understanding of papadom, paratha, bhaji  and samosas, some of the starters in Indian cuisine, balti, bhoona, biriyani, and other main dishes in Indian restaurants; sengiri (shreds), tanzaku (long and thin) and arare (dice) and other cutting and shaping methods in Japanese cuisine; and Caribbean vegetables, fruits, and spices and herbs--breadfruit, sour sop, ackee, and piri piri.  You will head for the nearest restaurant or bookstore. 





Chris Johnson lives and works in London.  He writes articles for CITYscan, London’s official website, and copywrites campaigns for Simon & Schuster.  He writes about London, its restaurants and attractions, and has contacts in the tourist industry.  He wrote and self-published the GUIDE TO HASTINGS AND 1066 COUNTRY, which sold 10,000 copies and wrote a Guided Tour of London for bus tours around London for executives from over 60 countries.  











Rights Available


All





Manuscript Near Completion





Approximately 200 pages


Color images









































THE CHRISTMAS TREE AT ROCKELFELLER CENTER





BY


CARLA TORSILIERI D’AGOSTINO 


AND BYRON KEITH BYRD





Of the legendary sights and sounds of Christmas in New York, none is more famous than the majestic Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center.  From the first tree lighting in 1933 to the holiday extravaganza of the present day, the Rockefeller Center tree has always held a special place in the hearts of New Yorkers.  It’s our holiday tradition and our gift to the world, bringing happiness and joy to the millions of visitors who come to view the tree every year.





The full story of New York’s Christmas tree is revealed in a beautifully illustrated gift book with a Foreword by America’s favorite weather man, Willard Scott of the Today Show.  Over 130 color and black-and-white photographs recount the history of this festive landmark.  The informative text also provides insights into the amazing logistics behind the production of this holiday highlight.  It’s a definitive examination of one of the events that makes New York special and is sure to bring joy to the hearts of all those receive it.





THE CHRISTMAS TREE AT ROCKELFELLER CENTER is the ideal choice for holiday gift giving.   It makes an ideal gift present for families and friends, allowing them to share in the warmth and magic of Christmas trees, especially the New York Christmas Tree.  It’s also the perfect gift for clients, showing fine taste in selecting such a handsome impressive volume.





Now is the time to get your hands on it.  Both season and timeless, the book embodies the spirit of the season and the spirit of New York.  This luxurious gift will be remembered long after other gifts are forgotten, a treasured Christmas keepsake to be enjoyed year after year.





Carla Torsilieri D’Agostino’s family’s landscaping firm has been responsible for the removal, pruning, binding, relocation, and installation of the Christmas tree at Rockefeller Center for more than 15 years.  Byron Keith Byrd has designed and decorated Christmas trees for world famous companies, including Baccarat.  He is the author of the holiday book, O CHRISTMAS TREE.





Rights Available


Foreign and Translation





Hardcover Book


Published in the US in 1997


ISBN 0965030873





112 pages, 70 full color, 50 duotone photographs
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WOMEN SEEKING MEN








BY


CINDY FAZZI





Friendships are precarious and often our friends don’t really know who we really are.  Nobody knows this better than Kimberly Rossi, a 34-year-old law student whose life was thrown into disarray when she and three friends decided on a whim to place an ad in the “Women Seeking Men” section in the classified ads of a local newspaper.   What started off as innocent fun ended in murder and the four young women becoming primary suspects in the investigation into the homicide of one of the men they swapped and dated.  After months of antagonizing press and mistrust among the group of friends, they embark on their own investigation, ultimately uncovering information that would lead the police to the true culprit and information about each other that tests the friendship. 





A saucy murder mystery, as well a tale of friendship, Fazzi’s book will intrigue any reader’s search for an escape from reality.  Fazzi, a young Filipino woman residing in the United States, immigrated to the United States in 1989.  She received a Master’s Degree in Journalism from Ohio State University and has been a newswoman for Associated Press and an editor for the American Arbitration Association.  She also was a journalist in the Philippines and Taiwan and received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Communication Arts from Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines.   











Rights Available


All





Manuscript near completion





Synopsis and sample chapters available
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WHAT IF HE NEVER SITS IN THE CIRCLE?








BY


PAMELA J. DAVIS











This book is a new mother’s guide.  Often in comical essays, humorist Davis manages to take all of the joys and headaches of motherhood and give them a new and witty outlook.  She includes letter-writing techniques when all else might fail to assuage a mother’s concern about frustrating encounters and points the finger at manufacturers with their clever marketing schemes for products with non-functional uses for the average mother.      





Davis, an accomplished attorney and television presenter commentator on legal issues, chose to take a detour in life and write a fun-filled book about the trials of motherhood instead of the trials of the courtroom.  Writing a book about her family, which proves to be her greatest joy, Davis’ WHAT IF HE NEVER SITS IN THE CIRCLE provides entertainment for any who has struggled with motherhood or on the verge of embarking on such a life altering journey.  





Erma Bombeck and Dave Barry are Davis’s heroes.  Erma for her comedic view of suburban life and Dave Barry since he does for men what she wants to do for women.  Titles that are comparable to WHAT IF HE NEVER SITS IN THE CIRCLE include Bombeck’s The Grass is Always Greener over the Septic Tank and Barry’s Babies and other Hazards of Sex: How to Make a Tiny person in Only 9 Months With Tools You Probably Have Around the Home. 
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All





Manuscript near completion





Proposal and sample chapters available
































101 SIGNS OF A CHEATING MAN








BY 


DUANE WEST











How can women tell that men are cheating on them?  Could there be tell-tale signs to confirm their suspicions and propel them move on to healthy relationships?  According to motivational speaker and celebrity consultant on the popular talk show “Maury Povich Show”, there are 101 signs.  





101 SIGNS OF A CHEATING MAN will be the first of its kind.  It will reveal secrets and signs of unfaithful men in a small book format that will fit into purses and briefcases of women all over the world.  It will be tongue and cheek and a great book to sell near cash registers.  Women will be able to whip it out anytime, anywhere-(on the Underground, in the car, in a bar, whenever the need arises. 





Duane West is a motivational speaker, former professional football player, and fitness expert.  He has been a frequent guest on the Maury Povich Show, speaking on relationship issues.  He has been featured in Essence, The Source and other prominent American magazines.  











Rights Available


All





Manuscript Complete





120 pages
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STEPPIN’ OUT:


An African American Guide to Our 20 Favorite Cities








BY 


Carla Labat











STEPPIN’ OUT  is the most comprehensive guide to sightseeing information with the Black traveler in mind.  Profiling the restaurants, nightclubs, museums and festivals of interest to Black travelers, STEPPIN’ OUT also covers churches, historical landmarks, and sporting venues.  Each chapter provides an in-depth look at the soul of the city—what makes it tick, how it will lure the visitor, and what about it will make the trip memorable.  





STEPPIN’ OUT includes chapters on Atlanta, the Bay Area, New York, Birmingham, Alabama, Charleston, South Carolina, Chicago, Los Angeles, Washington, DC, Miami, Florida, and other 


popular cities in the United States. Carla Labat visited every city included in the book, dined and danced at nearly every restaurant and nightclub noted and attended most festivals to give firsthand accounts of each.  





Labat is the food and restaurant critic for BET.com, BET television network’s interactive website, providing information on entertainment, lifestyle, careers, and business and targeting African Americans. Her first book, Satisfy Your Soul: A Guide to African American, African and Caribbean Restaurants, took her on a four-month eating odyssey across the country.  Labat can be heard weekly on WMMJ FM, where she reviews the hottest clubs and restaurants in Washington, D.C.
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